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2011 GUIDELINES TO PRODUCTION COSTS AND 
PRACTICES-IMPERIAL COUNTY – VEGETABLE CROPS
Khaled M. Bali

The new 2011 Guidelines to Production Costs and Practices in Imperial County- Vegetable Crops will be available from the Cooperative Extension office on Monday May 9, 2011. The information presented in the vegetable crops guidelines allows one to get a "ballpark" idea of field crop production costs and practices in the Imperial County.  Most of the information was collected through verbal communications via office visits and personal phone calls.  The information does not reflect the exact values or practices of any one grower, but are rather an average of countywide prevailing costs and practices.  Exact costs incurred by individual growers depend upon many variables such as weather, land rent, seed, choice of agrichemicals, location, time of planting, etc.  No exact comparison with individual grower practices is possible or intended.  The budgets do reflect, however, the prevailing industry trends within the region.

Since all of the inputs used to figure production costs are impossible to document in a single page, we have included extra expense in man-hours or overhead to account for such items as pipe setting, motor grader, water truck, shovel work, bird and rodent control, etc.  Whenever possible we have given the costs of these operations per hour listed on the cultural operations page.  Some custom operators have indicated that they are instituting a “fuel surcharge” to reflect “spikes” in fuel cost.

Not included in these production costs are expenses resulting from management fees, loans, providing supervision, or return on investments.  The crop budgets also do not contain expenses encumbered for road and ditch maintenance, and perimeter weed control. The publication has sample production costs for major vegetable crops in Imperial County. Crop budgets can be determined by substituting costs relevant to each individual farm enterprise using the prevailing rates tables. The user needs to input production data appropriate to their individual operations to estimate production costs.
In addition to the hard copy, this circular (104-V) is available on compact disc or USB thumb drive. The text files are in PDF format. The spreadsheet files (i.e., production costs tables) are in Excel format. 

One advantage of having electronic versions of the crop production files is that they may be loaded into a spreadsheet program and the values altered to fit your needs.  You can build a spreadsheet for your individual crop inputs while retaining the formulas for instantaneous recalculation of the whole page. For example, how would overall costs be affected if land rent were $50 per acre less, or if you chose a less expensive variety?  The answer is right at your fingertips!  You can see your cost projection instantly at any given price and yield level, plus a break-even price.

The cost of the Guidelines to production costs and practices for Imperial County Vegetable Crops circular (104-V) is $25. This includes a hard copy of the Guidelines, electronic version on a CD or USB thumb drive (Text in PDF and budget files in Excel format) and shipping cost. The publication will be available on Monday May 9, 2011 from the UCCE. If ordering by mail, please make checks payable to: UCCE-Imperial County and mail to Annette Tietz, UCCE, 1050 E. Holton Rd. Holtville, CA 92250. Please specify if you want a CD or USB thumb drive in addition to the hard copy. Please feel free to call (760-352-9474) or email (kmbali@ucdavis.edu) ) if you have any questions.
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